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* Appointed to 
succeed another
judge

A Appointed to
another position

D Defeated
E Elected to 

another court

F Deceased
G Grandfathered
O Mandatory 

retirement
R Retired
S Resigned
T Term expired

Key

Circuit Court

C01
Hon. Michael R. Smith 
C02
Hon. John N. Fields   
Hon. Casper O. Grathwohl   
Hon. John T. Hammond  
Hon. Paul L. Maloney  
C03
Hon. Wendy M. Baxter  
Hon. Annette J. Berry    
Hon. Gregory D. Bill
Hon. Susan D. Borman  
Hon. Ulysses W. Boykin
Hon. Margie R. Braxton
Hon. Helen E. Brown

Hon. William Leo Cahalan   
Hon. Bill Callahan
Hon. Michael J. Callahan   
Hon. James R. Chylinski    
Hon. Robert J. Colombo, Jr.
Hon. Sean F. Cox  
Hon. George W. Crockett, III
Hon. Daphne Means Curtis   
Hon. Gershwin Allen Drain  
Hon. Maggie Drake 
Hon. Prentis Edwards  
Hon. Robert L. Evans  
Hon. Vonda R. Evans
Hon. Patricia Susan Fresard
Hon. John H. Gillis, Jr.

Hon. William J. Giovan
Hon. Richard B. Halloran, Jr.
Hon. Pamela R. Harwood
Hon. Amy Patricia Hathaway
Hon. Cynthia Gray Hathaway
Hon. Diane Marie Hathaway
Hon. Michael M. Hathaway

(joined the court 04/03/01*)
Hon. Richard P. Hathaway   
Hon. Karen Fort Hood  
Hon. Thomas Edward Jackson 
Hon. Vera Massey Jones
Hon. Mary Beth Kelly  
Hon. Timothy Michael Kenny 
Hon. Arthur J. Lombard
Hon. William Lucas

Hon. Kathleen I. Macdonald 
Hon. Sheila Gibson Manning 
Hon. Kathleen M. McCarthy
Hon. Warfield Moore, Jr.
Hon. Bruce U. Morrow  
Hon. John A. Murphy
Hon. Christopher M. Murray

(left the court 01/16/02A)
Hon. Susan Bieke Neilson
Hon. Maria L. Oxholm

(joined the court 03/13/02*)
Hon. Lita Masini Popke
Hon. James J. Rashid  
Hon. Daniel P. Ryan
Hon. Michael F. Sapala
Hon. Louis F. Simmons, Jr. 
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Circuit Court Judges

C03 (continued)
Hon. Jeanne Stempien  
Hon. Cynthia Diane Stephens
Hon. Craig S. Strong  
Hon. Brian R. Sullivan
Hon. Harvey F. Tennen 
Hon. Kaye Tertzag 
Hon. Deborah A. Thomas
Hon. Edward M. Thomas
Hon. Isidore B. Torres
Hon. Leonard Townsend
Hon. Mary M. Waterstone
Hon. Kym L. Worthy
Hon. Carole F. Youngblood
Hon. Robert L. Ziolkowski
C04
Hon. Edward J. Grant
Hon. Charles A. Nelson
Hon. Alexander C. Perlos
Hon. Chad C. Schmucker
C05
Hon. James H. Fisher  
C06
Hon. James M. Alexander

(joined the court 09/04/01*)
Hon. Steven N. Andrews
Hon. Patrick J. Brennan    
Hon. Rae Lee Chabot

(joined the court 01/16/01*)
Hon. Alice L. Gilbert 
Hon. Nanci J. Grant
Hon. Barry L. Howard

(left the court 04/15/01R)
Hon. Richard D. Kuhn  
Hon. Denise Langford-Morris
Hon. John James McDonald   
Hon. Fred M. Mester
Hon. Rudy J. Nichols  
Hon. Colleen A. O’Brien    
Hon. Wendy Lynn Potts 
Hon. Gene Schnelz 
Hon. Edward Sosnick
Hon. Deborah G. Tyner 
Hon. Joan E. Young
C07
Hon. Duncan M. Beagle 
Hon. Joseph J. Farah  
Hon. Judith A. Fullerton   
Hon. Archie L. Hayman 
Hon. Geoffrey L. Neithercut
Hon. Robert M. Ransom 
Hon. Richard B. Yuille
C08
Hon. David A. Hoort
Hon. Charles H. Miel  
C09
Hon. Stephen D. Gorsalitz  
Hon. J. Richardson Johnson 

C09 (continued)
Hon. Richard Ryan Lamb
Hon. Philip D. Schaefer
Hon. William G. Schma
C10
Hon. Fred L. Borchard 
Hon. Leopold P. Borrello
Hon. William A. Crane 
Hon. Lynda L. Heathscott
Hon. Robert L. Kaczmarek
C11
Hon. Charles H. Stark 
C12
Hon. Garfield W. Hood 
C13
Hon. Thomas G. Power  
Hon. Philip E. Rodgers, Jr.
C14
Hon. James M. Graves, Jr.  
Hon. Timothy G. Hicks 
Hon. William C. Marietti   
Hon. John C. Ruck 
C15
Hon. Michael H. Cherry
C16
Hon. James M. Biernat, Sr.
Hon. Mary A. Chrzanowski
Hon. Pat M. Donofrio
Hon. Peter J. Maceroni
Hon. Donald G. Miller
Hon. George E. Montgomery
Hon. Deborah A. Servitto
Hon. Edward A. Servitto, Jr.
Hon. Mark S. Switalski
C17
Hon. George S. Buth
Hon. Kathleen A. Feeney
Hon. Donald A. Johnston, III
Hon. Dennis C. Kolenda
Hon. Dennis B. Leiber 
Hon. H. David Soet
Hon. Paul J. Sullivan 
C18
Hon. Lawrence M. Bielawski 
Hon. William J. Caprathe   
Hon. Kenneth W. Schmidt    
C19
Hon. James M. Batzer  
C20
Hon. Calvin L. Bosman 
Hon. Wesley J. Nykamp 
Hon. Edward R. Post
C21
Hon. Paul H. Chamberlain   

C22
Hon. Archie Cameron Brown  
Hon. Timothy P. Connors    
Hon. Melinda Morris
Hon. Donald E. Shelton
Hon. David S. Swartz  

C23
Hon. J. Richard Ernst 

C24
Hon. Donald A. Teeple 

C25
Hon. Thomas L. Solka  
Hon. John R. Weber

C26
Hon. John F. Kowalski 
Hon. Joseph P. Swallow

C27
Hon. Anthony A. Monton
Hon. Terrence R. Thomas    

C28
Hon. Charles D. Corwin

C29
Hon. Jeffrey L. Martlew    
Hon. Randy L. Tahvonen
C30
Hon. Laura Baird
Hon. Thomas Leo Brown 
Hon. William E. Collette   
Hon. James R. Giddings
Hon. Lawrence M. Glazer
Hon. Peter D. Houk
Hon. Paula J.M. Manderfield
C31
Hon. James P. Adair
Hon. Peter E. Deegan
Hon. Daniel J. Kelly
C32
Hon. Roy D. Gotham
C33
Hon. Richard M. Pajtas
C34
Hon. Michael J. Baumgartner
Hon. Ronald M. Bergeron
C35
Hon. Gerald D. Lostracco
C36
Hon. William C. Buhl
Hon. Paul E. Hamre
C37
Hon. Allen L. Garbrecht
Hon. James C. Kingsley
Hon. Stephen B. Miller
Hon. Conrad J. Sindt

C38
Hon. Joseph A. Costello, Jr.
Hon. Michael W. LaBeau
Hon. William F. LaVoy
C39
Hon. Harvey A. Koselka
Hon. Timothy P. Pickard
C40
Hon. Michael P. Higgins
Hon. Nick O. Holowka
C41
Hon. Mary Brouillette

Barglind 
Hon. Richard J. Celello 
C42
Hon. Paul J. Clulo
Hon. Thomas L. Ludington
C43
Hon. Michael E. Dodge 
C44
Hon. Daniel A. Burress
Hon. Stanley J. Latreille  
C45
Hon. James P. Noecker 
C46
Hon. Alton T. Davis
Hon. Dennis F. Murphy 
C47
Hon. Stephen T. Davis 
C48
Hon. Harry A. Beach
Hon. George R. Corsiglia   
C49
Hon. Lawrence C. Root 
C50
Hon. Nicholas J. Lambros   
C51
Hon. Richard I. Cooper
C52
Hon. M. Richard Knoblock   
C53
Hon. Scott Lee Pavlich
C54
Hon. Patrick Reed Joslyn   
C55
Hon. Kurt N. Hansen
C56
Hon. Thomas S. Eveland
Hon. Calvin E. Osterhaven  
C57
Hon. Charles W. Johnson
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Circuit Court
The state is divided into judicial circuits along county lines. The number of judges within a circuit

is established by the Legislature to accommodate required judicial activity. In multi-county circuits, judges
travel from one county to another to hold court sessions.

The circuit court is the trial court of general jurisdiction in Michigan because of its very broad pow-
ers. The circuit court has jurisdiction over all actions except those given by state law to another court. The
circuit court has original jurisdiction in all criminal cases where the offense involves a felony or certain
serious misdemeanors; civil cases over $25,000; family division cases; appeals from district court, probate
court and administrative agencies; and drain code condemnation cases.

In addition, the circuit court has superintending control over other courts within the judicial circuit,
subject to final superintending control of the Supreme Court.

Circuit judges are elected for terms of six years in nonpartisan elections. A candidate must be a
qualified elector, a resident of the judicial circuit, a lawyer admitted to practice for five years and under 70
years of age. The Legislature sets salaries for circuit judges.

In 2001, 376,821 cases were filed in the circuit court.
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Non-family

Family

TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT FILINGS

1998 1999 2000 2001

Family 261,516 257,053 259,821 262,628

Nonfamily 118,946 108,413 109,291 114,193

Total 380,462 365,466 369,112 376,821
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TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT CIVIL CASE FILINGS

Case type 1998 1999 2000 2001

General Civil 23,223 22,015 21,460 25,194

Auto Negligence 9,687 9,495 9,381 9,886

Non-auto Damage 11,790 11,646 11,703 11,311

Court of Claims 290 344 331 310

Other Civil Suits 2,988 3,039 3,572 4,054

Total 47,978 46,539 46,447 50,755

Between 2000 and 2001,
civil cases increased by 9%.
General civil cases increased by
17% during the one-year period.

TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT CRIMINAL FILINGS

Case type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Non-capital 58,212 49,311 51,686 52,991

Capital 3,905 3,780 3,758 3,907

Total 62,117 53,091 55,444 56,898

In 1999, the Legislature
increased the jurisdictional limits
of property crime offenses. This
resulted in a decrease in felony
case filings in circuit court and an
increase in misdemeanor case
filings in district court.
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TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT APPEAL FILINGS

Case type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Criminal 497 496 484 454

Civil 765 757 687 723

Agency 5,458 5,607 4,572 3,701

Other 2,131 1,923 1,657 1,662

Total 8,851 8,783 7,400 6,540

The number of new appeals
filed has declined over the last
several years. The overall decline
between 1998 and 2001 was 26%.
Between 2000 and 2001, agency
appeals declined by 19%.

Family Division of Circuit Court
Over a quarter of a million cases were filed in the family division of the cir-

cuit court in 2001.  Seventy percent of all circuit filings were family division
cases, while 30% were non-family circuit court cases. 

In 2001, there were 98,896 domestic relations filings, an increase of 6%
since 1998.  During 2001, courts reported 16,462 new filings for personal protec-
tion against stalking and 33,123 filings for personal protection in domestic
relationship situations. 
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TRENDS IN DOMESTIC RELATIONS FILINGS

Case type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Divorce w/o children 23,571 23,663 23,760 23,679

Divorce with children 26,841 26,716 26,799 25,796

Paternity 20,521 21,493 21,940 20,493

UIFSA 3,575 2,970 4,043 4,072

Support 14,182 14,114 14,758 19,595

Other Domestic 4,771 4,983 4,903 5,261

Total 93,461 93,939 96,203 98,896

M A R C H  2 0 0 2 | 21

TRENDS IN PERSONAL PROTECTION FILINGS

Case Type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Adult Stalking 17,640 16,660 15,144 16,462

Adult Domestic Relationship 30,168 31,563 33,913 33,123

Minor N/A N/A 875 840

Total 47,808 48,223 49,932 50,425
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TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT �OTHER� FAMILY CASE FILINGS 

Case Type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Adoption* 6,085 6,729 6,190 6,257

Waiver of Parental Consent 744 691 613 600

Name Change 2,625 2,058 3,066 2,904

Emancipated Minor 109 82 113 138

Infectious Disease 6 1 4 6

Total 9,569 9,561 9,986 9,905

TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT JUVENILE PETITION FILINGS

Case type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Delinquency 63,209 59,043 61,416 62,290

Status 10,323 9,625 8,753 6,928

Traffic 24,236 23,779 17,653 17,205

Child Protective 12,910 12,883 15,638 16,081

Designated Cases N/A N/A 240 178

Total 110,678 105,330 103,700 103,402

*This figure includes
petitions for adoption,
adoption information, and
appointment of confidential
intermediary. It does not
represent the actual
number of adoptions.

Petitions in child protective pro-
ceedings increased by 30% between
1998 and 2001. During the same peri-
od, delinquency petitions decreased by
2%. Overall, petitions filed under the
Juvenile Code decreased by 7% during
the four-year period. 
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Court of Claims
The jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, except as otherwise

provided by law, extends over claims and demands against the State
of Michigan or any of its departments, commissions, boards, insti-
tutions, arms or agencies, except those arising from line-of-duty
injuries to state employees. Claimants may sue in the Court of
Claims if the claim is for $1,000 or more. The State Court
Administrative Board is vested with discretionary authority in
claims under $1,000. By statute, the Court of Claims is a function
of the 30th Judicial Circuit Court of Ingham County.

Friend of the Court
The Friend of the Court office was created by statute in 1919.

The Friend of the Court has the following duties according to law:

• investigate, report and make recommendations to the
court regarding custody, parenting time, and support
issues;

• provide mediation as another way of settling
disagreements over custody and parenting time of
children; 

• collect, record, and distribute all support payments
ordered by the court,

• enforce all custody, parenting time, and support orders
entered by the court. 

The Friend of the Court has a statewide caseload in excess of
800,000 and collects annually over $1.4 billion in support for Michigan families.

The Friend of the
Court has a

statewide caseload
in excess of 800,000

and collects
annually over $1.4
billion in support

for Michigan
families.

The jurisdiction of
the Court of Claims

... extends over
claims and

demands against
the State of

Michigan ...
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